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This is a collection of paraprose by author Markus Almond. Showcasing some of his most honest

and personal writing, this compilation contains stories of love and redemption, sex and parties, tales

of heartbreak and squinting in the morning sun. Things donâ€™t always turn out the way we expect.

But with the right attitude and some good friends, you can always find your way to the next

adventure.
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This is a collection of short flash fiction. It's predominantly prose, but there is some interesting work

in here with rhyme (slant rhyme especially) and rhythm. This is exactly the kind of work that's going

to irritate the literary elite...which is why I like it. There's just a joy of creation here, a fearless effort

to charge on and create. Is it pretentious? Maybe a little bit, let's be fair...but everyone who writes

something and presumes others are going to be interested is pretentious, so we can't sink Mr.

Almond for that.The two main things I take from this are that it's honest, and that it's authentic.

Authenticity is rare in the world today. Heck, I can go to the TV right now and listen to some Ivy

league educated blowhard politician prattle on about a course of action that I KNOW he KNOWS is



EXACTLY the wrong thing to do. They've taken the classes, they've studied, they've become

successful in their own right, and STILL they do things that are bad for our nation. Why? That's how

you get elected. Would listening to that guy's views on modern politics be somehow valuable, just

because they apply to the corrupt system we currently have forced upon us?Similarly, modern

literary appreciation is completely corrupt. "Things to Shout Out Loud at Parties" isn't going to top

any bestseller lists. That's not the kind of book it is and that's not what this author needed to write.

This is a guy who is willing to experiment on the page, throw the result out to the crowd, and stand

back and be crucified (because that's what always happens when you involve the crowd).So my

guess is that a lot of pompous old dudes with master's degrees and PhDs would pick this up, snort

and go back to reading about a drug induced description of an albatross...
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